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Greetings Doty Families, 

 
As we head into the Thanksgiving break, I am realizing how different this year is from last 
year.  One thing that remains the same, however, is the gratitude that I feel every day that I am 
part of the Doty community.  The Doty staff and families come together to make one of the 
kindest, most supportive communities I have ever been a part of.  This year, that is what I am 
most thankful for.   

 
Thanksgiving Day celebrations are going to look different this year.  Here at Doty we need 
your help to ensure the ongoing safety of our community, both the school community and of 
Worcester in general.  I am not going to be the Thanksgiving Police.  That’s not my job.  I am 
also not going to make any judgements about the choices people make, that’s not my right.  I 
am going to ask that we are all honest.  Please keep your students home after break if you are 
going to be part of any gathering that includes people outside of your normal Covid bubble, or 
if you travel out of state.  Your students will not be penalized if they are staying home due to 
contact with others.  We will arrange to get work for your students. 

 
If your student comes into contact with people outside of your regular bubble, even if they are 
relatives, your student needs to stay out of school for 14 days after that contact.  For example, 
if you have a gathering on Thanksgiving Day, your student will need to stay out of school until 
Thursday, December 10.  The state has come up with these guidelines after seeing the spike in 
Covid cases following Canadian Thanksgiving and Halloween. 

 
This is not the year to worry about whether or not your student is falling “behind.”  This is the 
year to focus on getting through a pandemic with as few infections as possible.  When this is 
over, and the dust has settled, we will figure out where all of our students are and we will take 
it from there.  School is just going to look different, that’s all there is to it. 

 
I send you all best wishes for a safe, relaxing Thanksgiving. 
 
As always, thank you for sharing your students with us! 

 
Gillian 
 



 

 

Wednesday - Friday, Nov 25-27 - Thanksgiving Holidays, NO SCHOOL 

Wednesday, Dec 2 - Picture Retakes 

Wednesday, Dec 2 - Early Release, 12:30 pm 

Wednesday, Dec 2 - 6:00-9:00 pm, WCUUSD Board Meeting, Remote 

Wednesday, Dec 9 - Early Release, 12:30 pm 

Wednesday, Dec 16 - Early Release, 12:30 pm 

 Canvas Tutorial 

Parents:  Here is a link to a video tutorial to help 
you learn Canvas 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCuK5CZ_yLc&feature=youtu.be&t=19s


     

   From the Nurse’s Office 

 
 
 Please keep in mind the restrictions in place by the governor. As Dr. Levine said: nothing about this 

year has been normal, and thanksgiving should be no different. Do not have thanksgiving dinner 
with people outside of your immediate household.  We know that Canada saw a dramatic in-
crease in cases  in the two weeks after their Thanksgiving on October 12 Canadian Thanksgiving Ar-
ticle.    

 
 Be aware that out of state non-essential travel is no longer allowed. If you have traveled for the 

holiday, you must quarantine for two weeks ( or one week with a test on day 7). See Superintendent 
Olkowski's email for more information regarding quarantine and thanksgiving. If you have questions 
please reach out to Gillian or Jess 

 
This article by a VT pediatrician is lengthy, but helpful in understanding  
Why Thanksgiving dinner is cancelled but schools are not.  
 
Here is the Q&A portion of Superintendent Olkowski's email from 11/16: 

 

If your child will be quarantined after the holiday, please reach out to Gillian or Jess and let us know. 
 
I hope that everyone has a safe and healthy Thanksgiving! I am thankful for all you do to keep our  
communities and schools safe.  
 
Be Well and Wash Your Hands,  
Nurse Jess 
 

 
 

Q&A: 
Will students need to quarantine if they travel outside of Vermont? 
If you travel outside of Vermont, your student will need to quarantine upon return. Students who 
need to quarantine because of voluntary travel will not be able to attend in-person instruction for 
fourteen days, or until receiving a negative test, which may be administered after quarantining for 
7 days. 
Will the school provide remote learning opportunities for quarantining students? 
 We do not have the resources or staffing capacity to support remote learning opportunities sepa-
rate from what is already available. Students who are quarantining because of voluntary travel will 
not receive instructional support during their quarantine period. They may continue to attend the 
remote learning sessions that are part of their regular schedule. 
Will students who are quarantining as a result of voluntary travel be marked absent? 
Yes, their absence will be marked as unexcused. 
How does having guests from out of state impact the need to quarantine? 
If you are hosting travelers under quarantine in your home or lodging, you do not also need to 
quarantine. That means you can go to school, work, or the grocery store. However, you need to 
stay at least 6 feet from the people who are under quarantine. People under quarantine should 
wear a mask in common spaces, use a separate bathroom, eat separately, and otherwise not be 
in close contact with the people who are hosting them. Be sure to disinfect commonly touched 
surfaces, and check yourself for symptoms for 14 days. 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/covid-19-cases-surge-after-canadian-thanksgiving-will-americans-heed-their-northern-neighbors-warning-180976321/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/covid-19-cases-surge-after-canadian-thanksgiving-will-americans-heed-their-northern-neighbors-warning-180976321/
https://rebeccabell-md.medium.com/making-sense-of-pandemic-restrictions-a45888ca7bfb

